
 

 

REFLECTION 8TH AUGUST  Gospel  Mt 6:25-34 
 

Reproduced from God’s Word 2021: Daily Reflections, published by St Pauls Publications, Strathfield  
 
Two themes, ‘poverty’ and ‘trust’ leap out from the readings for Mary Mackillop’s feast day, both 
befitting Australia’s first saint. Poverty in itself is a lack, a harsh suffering, even a death sentence 
for those like the widow of Zarephath (first reading), as well as many families that Mary Mackillop 
served in 19th century Australia. From another perspective, poverty can be embraced as a gospel 
path, as a way to draw close to the poor and to God who loves the poor. This path refers not only to 
the vocations of people like Mary Mackillop, but to an attitude to life itself: the willingness to trust 
not in material possessions but in the steadfast love of God (Gospel), the decision to let go of      
personal security in order to reach out to others (second reading). Mary Mackillop lived life on all 
these fronts. She knew the bitterness of material impoverishment, she embraced God’s love for the 
poor, and she boldly trusted in God to use her life and gifts in the service of the Gospel. 

ST MARY OF THE CROSS Solemnity 
Parish Bulletin, 8th August 2021 

 

My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.  
 

 

WYONG CATHOLIC PARISH  

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH   &   ST JOHN FISHER MASS CTR 

Under the Pastoral Care of the  

Society of Our Lady of The Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) 

VISION The Wyong Catholic Parish is a welcoming, caring dynamic community 

MISSION STATEMENT We will live and proclaim the message of the Gospel :   

Engage, Participate, Reach out and Transform 

Let us all resign ourselves into His 

hands, and pray that in all things He 

may guide us to do His Holy Will… 

When thoughts of this or that come I 

turn to Him and say: “Only what you 

will, my God. Use me as You will. 

St. Mary MacKillop  



 

Property Transfer Professionals 
ARLENE BARNETT Licensed Conveyancer  - JP 
02 4353 1340  48A Pacific Hwy Wyong  
propertytransfer@bigpond.com 

www.conveyancernsw.net.au 

Specialising in: Land & Business Sale or Purchase  
Mortgages & Commercial Leases, Retirement Villages 

HomeCaring Wyong 

Lifestyle and health solutions 
Home Care and NDIS  packages tailored 
for you. 
Cruz Calero-Mena   0455 505 292    
Email:  cruz@homecaring.com.au 

Fan the Flame  
 

Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 
 
  

‘Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, 
and all these other things will be given you as well’ 
Matthew 6:25-34 
 

The Church signifies and builds up the shared life of God’s kingdom. This calls all members of the Church to 
continual conversion from self-serving egoism to self-giving love and a willingness to “bear each other’s     
burdens” (Gal 6:2). 
(Instrumentum Laboris #83) 
 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/  

S A F E G U A R D I N G 
MESSAGE:   
 
It is important to always look for 
ways to improve and make things 
safer for children and young      
people and provide feedback to the 
Clergy of the Parish and Ministry 
Leaders.  
 
Learn more about the Rights of the 
Child Framework published by the 
Diocese of Broken Bay. Consider 
how your personal practices reflect 
the human and spiritual rights of 
the child in everyday encounters 
with children and young people.  
 
Visit link below:  
https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/
ourfaith/safeguarding/
diocesansafeguarding  

IMPORTANT - LOCKDOWN EXTENDED BY 4 WEEKS 

- #GreaterSydney, #CentralCoast, #BlueMountains, #Wollongong, 
#Shellharbour  
 
Given low vaccination rates, the current lockdown will remain in place 
for another four weeks, until Saturday, 28th August at 12:01AM across 
Greater Sydney including the Central Coast, Blue Mountains,          
Wollongong and Shellharbour.  
 
This extra time will allow NSW residents to significantly increase the 
uptake of vaccines in areas most affected by the current outbreak and 
across the state.  
 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian said higher vaccination rates and following 
the health orders are the only way to guarantee the further easing of    
restrictions.  
 
Due to this announcement St Cecilia’s Church and St John 
Fisher Mass Ctr will remain closed until the stay home order 
is  lifted.  The Parish office is not open to visitors at this time, 
you can contact the office on 0424 763 734 or 4352 1011. 
 

Please join us as we livestream Mass this Sunday at 9.30am on       
Facebook.   
Please see the link below, don’t forget to like and follow our           
Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 

 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intention for August 
The Church  Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to 
reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 



 

Adam Dewey 
Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter 

0423 123 823 
ajcoastalplumbing@gmail.com 
facebook.com/ajcoastalplumbing 
Lic No. 235651C  ABN 48 478 409 487 

Committed to quality plumbing solutions at affordable prices 

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
 

August Birthdays 
Josie Campbell  
Pat Byrne 10/8  
Anthony Dedera 16/8 
Rita Kerr 20/8  
 

August Wedding  
Anniversaries 
Trish & Doug Calder 1/8/1970  
Helen & Peter Beamish 15/8/1970  
Margaret & Phil Bastick 
19/8/1955  
Christine & Garry Greentree 
25/8/1973  
Please contact the parish  office 
with your Birthdays and        
Anniversaries, we will have a 
Mass said for you. Ph;4352 1011 
or text Jo 0424 763 734 

National Catholic Men’s Gathering 2021  
 
“They were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other Apostles, 
Brothers - what then must we do?” Acts 2:37 
 
The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be launched online 
on Saturday 31 July. Join a diocesan group with your Bishop, or with your 
Men’s Ministry/Parish group or individually. 
 
Three sessions will be provided online, along with reflection questions for 
group discussion or  individual reflection.  
 
Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision for     
personal discipleship,  service and mission in the family, parish/
diocese and the world.  
Cost:  FREE 
Registration:    www.catholicmensgathering.com.au 
Program:          Available from Saturday 31 July 2021 
 
 

MARKING HOMELESSNESS WEEK 2021 –  
SUPPORTS FOR PEOPLE ACROSS OUR DIOCESE                  
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS  
 

This week is Homelessness Week and is a good opportunity to revisit the 
importance of CatholicCare’s homelessness and housing supports across 
the Diocese. 
 
Finding yourself homeless ranks as one of the most challenging things that 
could happen in life. CatholicCare’s specialist housing programs help  
people at risk of becoming homeless to stay securely housed, and those 
who are homeless to find and keep a home. They offer a range of services 
including:  
 
• Supported Temporary Accommodation program  
• Mary Mac’s Place 
• Domestic Violence Response Enhancement  
• Women’s refuge for those escaping domestic violence 
• Specific supports for young parents 
• Outreach to street sleepers 
Support for people in financial crisis via the Emergency Relief program. 
 
If you, or someone you might know is affected by homelessness or needs 
housing support, please contact CatholicCare on 1800 324 924 or visit 
www.catholiccaredbb.org.au  

CALLING ALL WRITERS!    
Entry is now open for The Good 
Oil 2021 Writers’ Award, an  
initiative of the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan which aims to 
support and encourage the       
development of emerging and 
published writers.    
 
Entrants are asked to write on the 
theme Inclusivity, which is     
embodied in the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37).  
   
Entries close at midnight AEST 
on Sunday 22 August, 2021.    
 
For further information and to 
download the entry form and 
guidelines, visit https://
www.goodsams.org.au/the-good-
oil/the-good-oil-2021-writers-
award/  

https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=017717d646&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=bdbfa56112&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=6598a6dd58&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=df045eceb0&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=fecb472e8c&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=fecb472e8c&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=fecb472e8c&e=14e7553cf9
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=fecb472e8c&e=14e7553cf9


 

TUGGERAH SPORTS & SPINAL 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Ricky Li 
Registered NDIS provider 
Phone 4355 4445  
www.tuggerahphysio.com.au 

 

Anointing of the Sick First Friday 
of the Month  
St Cecilia’s During 8.00am 
&11.30am Mass  
St John Fisher During 9.15am Mass 
 

St Barnabas, Yarramalong 
1st Sun of  month 11.15am  
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
St Cecilia’s   Daily 7am-8am  
St John Fisher 1st Fri 8.15 - 9.15am 
 

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Sat St Cecilia’s & Wed St John 
Fisher (after the 8am Mass)   
 

Devotion to the Divine Mercy 
St Cecilia’s Fri after the 8am Mass 
St John Fisher Fri after the 9:15am 
Mass 
 

Fr Raul/Fr Alex and the Legion of 
Mary visit Berkley Vale Nursing 
home 3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
St John Fisher 5pm Mass Sunday 
 

Prayer groups 

St Cecilia’s Rosary Group Tues after 
8am mass followed by Divine Mercy 
St Cecilia’s Legion of Mary 9am Wed 
 

Meetings 

St Cecilia’s Choir practice every Tues 
night 5pm to 6pm  
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
PPC Secretary; Kerry Bugden  
ph 4388 2938  

Catechist Meeting  
Liturgy Meeting  
Sacramental Team Meeting 
Social Justice Meeting  
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
Please call the parish office  

Emergency Priest Contact  
Fr Raul ph: 0450 115 099     
Fr Alex ph: 0432 947 245 
 

Parish Office  23 Byron Street Wyong  
Phone: 0423 763 734 Po  Box 385 Wyong 2259 
Office Hours: Mon to Thurs 9.30am to 2.30pm  &  
Fri 9.30am to 12pm 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Priest Fr Raul Balute, SOLT ph:0450 115 099  
email: frraul_solt@yahoo.com 
 

Assistant Priest Fr Alex Barnedo, SOLT ph:0432 947 245  
 

Parish Coordinator Jo Helm ph: 0424 763 734 (Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri) 
email: jo.helm@bbcatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary Helen Bath ph:4352 1011 (Wed & Thurs) 
 

Parish Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 
Parish Website: https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyong/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 

KEEP US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Prayer: The most valuable gift you 
can give someone. 
Sick: Len Miller, Harriet Powell, Danae Roe,  
Peter Ford, Harry Hall, Michael Briggs, Christine         
Heffernan, Jennese Thompson,  Leeann Hazelton, 
Catherine Amey, Bernadette Kiely, Steve       
Durnford, Ann Durnford, Maureen Mulheron,    
Angela Watts, William Martin, Terence (Ted) 
Dafter, Finn McConnon, Margaret Hobbs,       
Christine,  John Baxter, Joey Moloney, Jacqui 
Stacey, Josie Campbell, Frank Costa, Carol Dafter, 
Dave Rodney, Lucy Smith, Gerard Byrne, Gwen 
Dwyer.  
 
Recently Deceased:  

Anniversary August:  

MASS TIMES 

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH  
23 Byron St Wyong 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00pm  Sun 7.30am & 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon-Sat: 8.00am 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday morning after 
the 8am Mass & Saturday at 4.30pm 

ST JOHN FISHER MASS CENTRE  
Hicks Lane Tumbi Umbi 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00 pm  Sun: 8.30am & 5pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon, Wed, Thurs  8:00am Tue & Fri: 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday at 4.30pm 



 

Sunday Mass 8th August 2021 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  Reproduced from Liturgia 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 17:8-16 
And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, 'Up and go to Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I have 
ordered a widow there to give you food.' So he went off to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, there was a 
widow gathering sticks; addressing her he said, 'Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to drink.' She was 
setting off to bring it when he called after her. 'Please' he said 'bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.' 'As the 
Lord your God lives,' she replied 'I have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.' 
But Elijah said to her, 'Do not be afraid, go ahead and do as you have said; but first make a little scone of it for 
me and bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and your son. For thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 
"Jar of meal shall not be spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, before the day when the Lord sends rain on the 
face of the earth"'  The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself and her son. 
The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold through Elijah. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 63:1-8 
R. My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary 
land without water. R. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.  For your love is better than life, my lips 
will speak your praise. R. 
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.  My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my 
mouth shall praise you with joy. R. 
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night for you have been my help; in the shadow of your 
wings I rejoice. R. 
 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17 
You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness 
and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The 
Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete 
them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called  
together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all 
wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do  
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 27:55 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Many women were there by the cross, watching from a distance, the same women who had 
followed Jesus and looked after him.  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 6:25-34 
Jesus said to his disciples:  That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, 
nor about your body and how you are to clothe it.  Surely life means more than food, and the body more than 
clothing!  Look at the birds in the sky.  They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they are?  Can any of you, for all his worrying, 
add one single cubit to his span of life?  And why worry about clothing?  Think of the flowers growing in the 
fields;  they never have to work or spin;  yet I assure you that not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like 
one of these. 
Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the field which is there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, 
will he not much more look after you, you men of little faith?  So do not worry; do not say, "What are we to eat?  
What are we to drink? How are we to be clothed?"  It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things.  Your 
heavenly Father knows you need them all.  Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and all 
these other things will be given you as well.  So do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.  
Each day has enough trouble of its own.' 
'I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst.' 

Please join us as we livestream Mass Sunday at 9.30am on 

Facebook.   Please see the link below, don’t forget to like 

and follow our Facebook page. 

www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 



KEEPING THE FAITH PAYS OFF WITH #GREATERCENTRALCOAST GRANT SUCCESS 
 
The Wyong Catholic Parish outreach activities have received a major boost after their success in the July round of 
the Greater Bank’s #GreaterCentralCoast program. 
 
The parish has introduced outreach initiatives targeting the lonely and isolated with seniors and students coming 
together for a range of activities to help each other and the broader Wyong community. 
 
Wyong Catholic Parish Pastoral Council Chairman, Stephen Johnson, says the activities are especially important 
during COVID-19 lockdowns and the $2000 boost from the #GreaterCentralCoast program is very welcome. 
 
“We have several charities that we foster, a lot of them for the homeless and those in need where we make up little 
boxes of goodies for whoever it is - we sometimes pick out specific things. 
 
“We put on breakfast for men and women and there's other groups like book clubs. There’s a group of people who 
go to the courthouse and provide morning tea and maybe have a chat to some of the people who need a hand there. 
And we also visit the hospital. 
 
“Under normal conditions, we also run programs involving local high school students and older members of the 
community, allowing the younger ones to learn about the days of old. We usually have a Christmas in July        
celebration as well,” Stephen said. 
 
Stephen said the extra funding will go a long way to ensuring the outreach programs can continue, with the        
pandemic impacting parish fundraising and other activities over the past year.  
 
“At times, it's particularly difficult, especially now given the circumstances. While there are some people who can 
afford to give, we usually raise funds by holding a barbeque at Bunnings, or do raffles and morning teas, but     
haven’t been able to do so. 
 
“Even the volunteering we do like mowing lawns has had to stop, so it's restricted us in a lot of ways. 
 
“We haven't had a mass for a month now, which for many people is more than just going along and saying a    
prayer. It's a communication network that is ongoing, and it's very important for a lot of people. 
 
“This support from Greater Bank is a wonderful help and I thank them for the opportunity to take part in the      
community funding program,” Stephen said. 
 
Titans Swim Club Toukley and Lifeline Central Coast both received $500 as the runners-up for the month.  
 
Greater Bank’s Central Coast Regional Sales Manager, Josh Swetnam, said the pandemic had made normal       
operations – including fundraising – very difficult for many groups. 
 
“COVID has had a major impact on all kinds of organisations over the past year and we are delighted to be able to 
help community groups and charities like the Wyong Catholic Parish as they find new ways of delivering vital 
support to vulnerable members of the community,” Josh said. 
 
“It’s also been great to see the strong response to the #GreaterCentralCoast community funding program as these 
challenges continue and the need for this kind of support grows.” 
 
The nominees for the August round of the #GreateCentralCoast community funding program are the Kariong 
Neighbourhood Centre, Adam (Molch) Hillier Memorial Surf Classic and Claws ’n’ Paws Rescue Inc. 
 
The public can cast their vote online at greater.com.au/greatercentralcoast. Voting closes at 5pm on        
Wednesday, 1 September.  



 

Parish Collections 
 

1st Collection (Priests) The financial support for Fr Raul and Fr Alex comes solely from our Parish 
first collection and this goes towards their upkeep and living expenses. Our Parish Priests are not            
financially supported by the Diocese. 
2nd Collection (Parish) goes towards all the pastoral and operating expenses of the Parish: phones/
photo copier, electricity, insurance, rates, priests vehicles, staff wages, Presbytery, Church and ground 
maintenance just to name a few. 
 

• Many parishioners assist us by donating to our plan giving program via automatic credit card           
donations weekly or monthly. 

• As we are becoming a more cashless society we ask you to please consider this option.  If you wish 
to donate by credit card, please complete the attached credit card form or call Jo in the parish        
office on 0424 763 734.  You can also give by credit card over the phone.  

• For parishioners who would like to continue using plan giving envelopes, for your convenience, you 

are welcome to use the credit card option on the back of the plan giving envelopes.  

Or you can make your donation directly into our bank account:  
 

1ST COLLECTION; Society of Our Lady of The Most Holy Trinity (SOLT)    
BSB 062 195     Account 10229389  
 

2ND COLLECTION; Wyong Catholic Parish  
BSB 062 784     Account 13528001  



Most Rev Anthony Randazzo Bishop of Broken Bay  
Message for BBNeighbourhoods 03 August 2021  

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 

These past five weeks or so, have triggered unending questions from various corners of the community. Some enquiries are 
helpful, as they raise awareness around the neighbourhood, they highlight what might be of assistance to others as we        
navigate new spaces and evolving relationships.  
 

There are some in our community who have a gift for these kinds of questions. They seem to observe the needs of others and 
are able to engage the space positively between the strict letter of the law and the rigid adherence to protocols. They have the 
gift of seeing the common good and making a positive contribution to making it a reality. There are some in the community 
who have the gift of being able to identify issues but are challenged by what they see and hear to the point that they become 
fearful, distrusting, and sceptical.  
 

If we are honest, we might discover that there is a little bit of column A and a little bit of column B in most of us. No one 
this side of the grave is the full package or has the complete formula for navigating life.  
 

Our 21st century culture sometimes hoodwinks us into thinking otherwise. However, it is not a unique trap for our            
generation. Time and again, history records that the human family has yielded to the temptation to be all powerful, all   
knowing, and all accomplished. Time and again human history demonstrates that this mentality and the behaviour that      
extends from it is false. It can cause leaders to become despotic, which in turn can elicit disorder and anarchy from the     
people. The common good is quickly replaced by personal wants and desires. The well-being of others might only be        
considered after the ego is first satisfied.  
 

One of our great challenges at this time is ignorance. This ignorance is fuelled by the lack of general knowledge, the fear of 
different cultures, the unwillingness to determine historical facts, the inability to use reason in search of a higher good, and 
the pride of believing that one can go it alone.  
 

It is precisely in moments and circumstances like this that our Christian faith urges us to look beyond ourselves to Christ, the 
Lord and Saviour of the world. He is the remedy for the ill that plagues our world.  
 

Over these weeks, our Sunday Gospel readings are taken from Chapter Six of the Gospel according to John (John 6) .       
Biblical scholars commonly refer to chapter six as The Bread of Life Discourse. Saint John reminds us that Jesus gives     
himself as the bread of life so that the crowds may believe.  
 

I think that the Bread of Life Discourse has come at the right moment for us this year, especially while we are in lockdown 
under the stay-at-home orders. I am deeply conscious of the pain that many feel because they are not able to receive holy 
communion, have regular access to the sacraments, or visit our churches for prayer and worship. And yet, in a particular way 
over the next few weeks, Jesus, the bread of life, is present in a real way through the Gospel discourse.  
 

We do well to notice that the crowds who gathered and followed Jesus had many questions for him, as we often do too. He 
does not shy away from their inquisitive demands, nor does he ignore ours. Rather, Jesus wins the battle when we ask him 
questions. Why? Because like the crowds in the Gospel, our questions demonstrate our need for a teacher. We are no        
different to the crowds in the Gospel. The sick are in need of healing; the sinner is in need of forgiveness; the lonely in need 
of a friend. And Jesus comes to people according to their need.  
 

When the crowds came looking for him Jesus examined their motives. What was is that they really wanted? They were   
looking for him, he concluded, not because they had seen the signs, but because they had all the bread they wanted to eat. 
Their physical hunger had given way to a spiritual hunger, and in this spiritual hunger, Jesus could come to them as the 
bread of life. The bread of life would only have meaning for them if they were indeed in need of spiritual nourishment, and 
looking for satisfaction beyond that offered by the material world alone.  
 

The teachings of Jesus will not have their full impact on our lives unless we can see where we are in need. Like the crowd in 
the Gospel, we can ask questions of the Lord that reveal to him and to ourselves what we long for.  
 

In times of challenge and difficulty, when members of the community are isolated and feel the burden of loneliness, and 
when friends and loved ones are sick or have died, the Lord of heaven and earth, the teacher of truth, the bread of life is   
present in our midst to teach us, to feed us, to save us.  
 

So where to this week, my sisters and brothers? Where is God calling us in our lives?  
 

Without a doubt, we will feel unfulfilled and dissatisfied if we wander aimlessly and without purpose. This is not our call. 
As Catholic Christians, we are called to be people of faith, hope, and love. We are at our best when we feel we have      
something to offer and can play a part wholeheartedly. We can assess situations we are in and ask ourselves where the Lord 
is calling us.  
 

How might we use our gifts and our faith to live well this week?  
 

To do something well, we need to be motivated, to see a reason for what we are called to do. No matter how we respond to 
God’s call, we should do so with the words of Saint Paul clearly ringing in our ears: “Your mind must be renewed by a    
spiritual revolution so that you can put on the new self that has been created in God’s way, in the goodness and holiness of 
the truth.” (Ephesians 4:17-24)  
 

With these sentiments in mind, with the gift of faith in our hearts, and with a strong determination to cooperate in the work 
of God, who provides for the people in their great need (Philippians 4:19) , let us pray once more that what God has created 
may be restored, and what is restored God might keep safe.  
 

Blessings on your week, 
+Anthony  



 

Parish Online Formation Sessions  
 
The Parish Renewal & Discipleship Team would like to offer our parishes the following opportunities to brush up 
on zoom skills, and to explore online faith formation initiatives. 
 
We hope that these sessions will be able to support you in some key skills and tools that are especially useful in 
this lockdown time and beyond. 
  
Please register on the links given, and a zoom link for the session will be sent to you after registration. These     
sessions will be presented by Pina Bernard. For any enquiries or assistance with accessing zoom in the first        
instance, please contact Pina at pina.bernard@bbcatholic.org.au or 0432 682 239. 
 
Online Faith Formation: Showcasing FORMED 
 
With many online Catholic resources now available, this session will explore how to take faith formation online in 
an effective way. A number of available resources and methods will be discussed. 
 
In particular, we will showcase the FORMED platform. FORMED (Formed.org) is an online streaming service of 
Catholic content run by the Augustinian Institute, with over 4000 items including courses, movies, e-books, audio 
files and children’s materials. Come and see a demonstration to better understand how it can be used in parish life. 
  
Date:     Friday 6 August 
Time:     11:00am – 12:00pm 
Registration: https://bbcatholic.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMud-urrDspGdBP3ejqsu_XqzYHZI5glDhC  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pina.bernard@bbcatholic.org.au
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=c2710ec6e6&e=c7a5200c32

